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GRIZ HONOR BUTTE FRIENDS 
MISSOULA -
Butte residents Don and Michele Robinson will receive The University of Montana’s 
distinguished Community Service Award during the Griz-Cat football game Saturday, Nov. 20, 
at Missoula’s Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
The award, presented by the University and coordinated by the UM Alumni Association 
and Grizzly Athletics, recognizes support of and service to UM and its athletic teams, as well as 
service to hometown communities.
Don earned degrees in history and political science at UM before graduating in 1963. 
While at UM, he was a member of Silent Sentinel, an officer in the Phi Delta Theta fraternity and 
Mr. Phi Delt his senior year.
After graduation, he attended George Washington University’s law school and worked for 
U.S. Sen. Mike Mansfield. While in Washington, D.C., he met at married Michele, who worked 
forU.S. Sen. Cliff Hanson of Wyoming.
In 1968, the Robinsons moved to Butte, where Don joined the Poore Law firm. He now is 
a trial attorney, as well as the president and senior equity owner of Poore, Roth & Robinson.
Don and Michele are consistent supporters o f a variety of UM athletic and alumni
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programs. They created the Donald and Michele Robinson Athletic Opportunity program, which 
is devoted to financial assistance for Grizzly football, Lady Griz basketball and Griz track 
athletes. They also are members of the President’s Club and the Quarterback Club.
In Butte, the Robinsons were active in the operation of the U.S. High Altitude Sports 
Center and the U.S. national speed skating programs when Bonnie Blair and Dan Jensen trained 
there. They also are supporters of the Butte Relay for Life campaign for the American Cancer 
Society.
Michele is president of the Butte Community Concert Association and a member of the 
board of directors for the Public Housing Authority of Butte. In addition, she is a member of the 
Butte-Silver Bow Parking Commission and a trustee for the Community Medical Center 
Foundation.
The Robinson’s son, Matt, is also a UM graduate.
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